
 

Individual On-Air Talent (2-3 minutes) 

The Individual On-Air Talent contest showcases a student's ability to present content clearly, 
professionally, and engagingly on camera. This contest emphasizes the on-air presence, voice 
control, and overall delivery skills of the participant. Whether the student is delivering news, 
sports commentary, or interviews, the goal is to demonstrate strong communication skills, poise, 
and the ability to connect with the audience. The entry should highlight 2-3 minutes of the 
student’s best on-air work. 

Key Elements of Individual On-Air Talent (2-3 minutes): 

1. Professionalism and Confidence: 
o The on-air talent should exude confidence and professionalism throughout the 

presentation. This includes maintaining good posture, making eye contact with 
the camera, and projecting a confident presence. 

o The presenter should speak with authority and appear knowledgeable about the 
content they are presenting. They must be composed and comfortable on 
camera, regardless of the format or topic. 

o Example: An on-air anchor delivering a news segment should be poised, 
speaking directly to the camera without hesitation or signs of nervousness. 

2. Clear and Articulate Speech: 
o Clear enunciation and articulate speech are key components of successful on-

air talent. The student must speak in a way that is easily understood by the 
audience, avoiding mumbling or speaking too quickly. 

o The pacing should be appropriate, allowing viewers to follow along with the 
content without feeling rushed or bored. Speaking too slowly may lose the 
audience’s interest, while speaking too quickly can cause confusion. 

o Example: While delivering a story about a local event, the on-air talent should 
maintain a clear and even pace, making sure all details are easy to understand. 

3. Engaging Delivery: 
o The ability to engage the audience is crucial. The on-air talent must connect 

with viewers through tone, energy, and delivery style. This can vary depending 
on the content—news segments may require a more formal approach, while 
sports commentary or entertainment segments can be more energetic and 
informal. 

o The presenter should vary their tone and inflection to avoid sounding monotone, 
using voice modulation to emphasize key points and keep the audience’s 
attention. 

o Example: During a sports broadcast, the talent might use a more enthusiastic 
tone when describing an exciting play, then shift to a more analytical tone when 
discussing the game’s statistics. 

4. On-Camera Presence: 
o Body language plays an important role in on-air talent. The student should 

appear confident and composed on camera, maintaining good posture and 
appropriate facial expressions that match the tone of the content. 



 
o Movement should be natural and minimal. Gestures should enhance the delivery 

without being distracting. The talent should avoid fidgeting, excessive hand 
movements, or unnecessary shifts in position. 

o Example: An anchor might use subtle hand gestures to emphasize a point but 
should avoid large or exaggerated movements that distract from the content. 

5. Knowledge and Preparation: 
o The on-air talent should demonstrate a thorough understanding of the content 

they are presenting. Whether it’s a news story, sports commentary, or an 
interview, the presenter should appear well-prepared and informed. 

o This includes the ability to reference facts, explain details, and answer questions 
confidently if the format involves interaction (e.g., during interviews or 
commentary). 

o Example: A presenter discussing an upcoming school event should have detailed 
knowledge of the event, including dates, times, and relevant background 
information. 

6. Voice Control and Modulation: 
o Voice control is a key element of successful on-air talent. The student should 

use voice modulation to add interest and emphasis to the delivery, avoiding a flat 
or monotone presentation. 

o Proper control of pitch, volume, and tone helps to maintain the audience’s 
interest and ensures that the message is conveyed effectively. The voice should 
match the tone of the segment, whether it’s serious, exciting, or casual. 

o Example: During a sports segment, the talent might raise their voice slightly 
when describing a dramatic moment, adding excitement to the broadcast, but 
lower it when transitioning to analysis or commentary. 

7. Interaction with Co-Hosts or Guests (if applicable): 
o If the on-air talent is working with a co-host or interviewing a guest, their ability to 

interact naturally with others is important. This includes active listening, smooth 
transitions, and maintaining a conversational tone without interrupting or talking 
over others. 

o The on-air talent should be able to respond to questions or comments in a way 
that feels natural and engaging, keeping the conversation flowing smoothly. 

o Example: During an interview with a guest, the on-air talent should ask insightful 
questions, react appropriately to the guest’s responses, and smoothly guide the 
conversation. 

8. Camera Awareness and Eye Contact: 
o Eye contact with the camera is essential to maintaining a connection with the 

audience. The on-air talent should be aware of where the camera is positioned 
and should deliver the content directly to it, making the viewer feel engaged. 

o If multiple cameras are in use, the talent should smoothly transition their focus 
from one camera to another when necessary, without appearing disoriented or 
unsure. 

o Example: In a news broadcast, the talent should look directly into the camera 
when speaking to the audience, shifting to another camera only when necessary 
for transitions or changes in shot. 

9. Ad-Libbing and Handling Unexpected Situations: 



 
o The ability to ad-lib and handle unexpected situations is an important skill for on-

air talent. If a technical issue or mistake occurs, the talent should remain calm, 
recover quickly, and continue with the broadcast without showing signs of 
frustration or panic. 

o In cases where the script isn’t followed exactly or there’s a need for on-the-spot 
commentary, the talent should be able to ad-lib naturally, maintaining the flow of 
the broadcast. 

o Example: If a live feed is delayed or a technical glitch occurs, the talent should 
acknowledge the issue professionally, smoothly transitioning back to the content 
without disrupting the broadcast. 

10. Appearance and Presentation: 
o The on-air talent should dress appropriately for the broadcast. The clothing and 

overall appearance should be professional and reflect the tone of the segment. 
For formal news segments, attire should be business-like, while more casual 
attire may be appropriate for lighter or entertainment-based broadcasts. 

o Grooming and attire should enhance the on-air presence rather than distract from 
the content being presented. 

o Example: An anchor delivering a school news segment might wear a collared 
shirt and jacket, presenting a polished and professional appearance. 

Criteria for Judging: 

• Clarity and Articulation: How well the on-air talent speaks, including clear enunciation 
and proper pacing. 

• Confidence and Professionalism: The on-air talent’s ability to appear confident and 
professional throughout the broadcast. 

• Engagement and Audience Connection: How well the talent connects with the 
audience through tone, energy, and delivery. 

• Voice Control and Modulation: The use of voice modulation to keep the delivery 
engaging and avoid monotone presentation. 

• Camera Awareness and On-Camera Presence: How well the talent interacts with the 
camera, including maintaining eye contact and professional body language. 

• Interaction with Co-Hosts/Guests (if applicable): The ability to interact naturally with 
co-hosts or guests, keeping the conversation smooth and engaging. 

• Ad-Libbing and Handling Unexpected Situations: How well the talent handles 
unscripted moments or technical issues without disrupting the broadcast. 

• Overall Presentation and Appearance: The professionalism of the talent’s appearance 
and how it complements their on-air presence. 

In summary, the Individual On-Air Talent (2-3 minutes) contest evaluates a student’s ability to 
present content clearly, confidently, and engagingly on camera. It emphasizes professionalism, 
voice control, camera awareness, and the ability to connect with the audience, all while 
maintaining a polished on-air presence. 
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